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Later Arrivals

A fourth major migration of Blacks to
Nowva Scotia— more specifically to industrial
Cape Breton- began early in the 20th century.
[t came in two separate streams, one from
Alabama and another from the Caribbean,
especially Barbados. These groups came not
in a quest for freedom but to obtain good-
paying jobs in the newly developing steel and
coal industries.

The group that came
from Alabama were
specially recruited by
the Sydney steel plant to
come work in the
“boomtown” economy in
connection with the new
blast furnace. At the
time, Black iron workers
in the United States were
regarded as among the
very best. It is unknown
exactly how many men
relocated from Alabama
in 1901 as the Sydney
plant began operations, but there were
several hundred. Some were accompanied by
women and children. The

newcomers settled mostly in the Whitney Pier
area and they saw to it that they had a church
and their children received education.

Despite the promising beginning, the
relocated Alabama community felt less than
fully accepted in their new surroundings.
Labour strife, local prejudices, and unfulfilled
promises convinced nearly all to return to the
. United States by 1904. Many
walked back, though a few
stayed on, finding new ways to
make a living in the greater
Sydney area.

. Over the next decade, many
small groups of Blacks from
the Caribbean found their way
to Cape Breton. They sailed
north in the hopes of economic
advancement and many ended
up working in the coal and
steel industries. Whitney Pier
was one area they settled but there were
other communities as well. The transplanted
Caribbean beliefs and customs added a
vibrant, new dimension to Cape Breton life.
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