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Dr. Carrie Best
Born in New Glasgow, Nova Scotia on 

March 4, 1903, Carrie Best came into a 
world where the odds were stacked against 
a woman of colour.  When she passed away 
in 2001, her work as a poet, author, 
journalist, and fearlessly determined activist 
had done much to 
bring progressive 
change to the African 
Nova Scotian 
community and Black 
Canadians.  

In 1946, a Black 
woman named Viola 
Desmond sat in the 
“whites-only” section 
of a theatre in New 
Glasgow, and was 
arrested, convicted, 
and fined. Earlier that 
year, Best had 
established The  Clarion, one of Nova 
Scotia’s first newspapers for Black 
Canadians. She used this platform to 
advocate for Black rights and together with 
Mrs. Desmond lobbied the Nova Scotia 

government to repeal its segregation laws, 
which it did in 1954.  

In 1954, Best’s radio program, The Quiet 
Corner, hit the airwaves. From the last 
1960s to 1975, she wrote a weekly column 
entitled “Human Rights” for the Pictou 

Advocate. In the column, 
Best spoke out against, 
among other things, 
substandard conditions 
on Native reserves, 
discrimination against 
Black property owners, 
and basic civil rights for 
all.  

 

Dr. Best was a Member of 
the Order of Canada and 
served on the Task Force 
on the Status of Women. 

She was awarded the Queen Elizabeth 
Medal, several honorary doctorates, and 
many other awards. Dr. Carrie Best, a role 
model for generations of Black Canadian 
women and the African Nova Scotian 
community as a whole.  
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Rev. Dr. William Pearly Oliver  

Rev. William Pearly Oliver was born in 
Wolfville, Nova Scotia on February 11, 1912. He 
grew up to become the first African Nova Scotian 
to graduate university with two degrees, holding 
a Bachelor of Arts and a Bachelor of Divinity from 
Acadia University. In 1936 he married Alethea 
“Pearleen” Borden of New Glasgow, Nova Scotia. 
The two met while Oliver 
was completing his 
student ministry in New 
Glasgow. Their union 
would go on to last 53 
years and together they 
parented five sons; 
William Jr., Leslie, Philip, 
Jules, and Stephen.  

Following his ordination, 
Dr. Oliver became the 
pastor at Windsor 
Plains– Middleton– 
Inglewood Baptist 
Church. In 1937, Oliver 
took over pastoring at 
Cornwallis Street Baptist Church. This church is 
known as the mother church of the African 
United Baptist Association. He would spend 25 
years at Cornwallis Street, where he developed 
several youth programs, greatly increased church 
membership, and gained support from the 
broader community.  In 1942, he joined the 

Canadian Army and served as chaplain in the 
Halifax area.  After leaving Cornwallis Street, he 
took over Beechville Baptist Church, where he 
had been ministering since 1937 in addition to 
his work at Cornwallis Street. He remained 
minister at Beechville Baptist Church until his 
death in May 1989.  

In 1962, Oliver was elected 
president of the Maritime Baptist 
Convention. He was the first 
African Nova Scotian to hold this 
position. Oliver was also employed 
with the Adult Education Division 
for the Province of Nova Scotia, 
where he worked as a regional 
representative of education.  

Dr. Oliver was the recipient of 
many awards and honours during 
his lifetime, including two 
honourary doctorate degrees in 
Civil Law from Kings College and 
Acadian University, and the Human 
Relations Award from the council of 

Christians and Jews. Oliver was also appointed to 
the Order of Canada in 1984. Dr. Oliver was also 
instrumental in the founding of the Nova Scotia 
Association for the Advancement of Coloured 
People, the Black United Front of Nova Scotia, 
and the Black Cultural Centre.  
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 Later Arrivals 
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No. 2 Construction Battalion C.E.F

Southland

Canada’s Black 
Battalion: No.2 Construction 
C.E.F.
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The Jamaican Maroon
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The Black Loyalists 

Book of Negroes
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Queen Charlotte Sophia 

Descended from the warlike Vandal race,  
She still preserves that title in her face.  
Tho’ shone their triumphs o’er Numidia’s plain,  
And Alusian fields their name retain;  
They but subdued the southern world with arms,  
She conquers still with her triumphant charms,  
O! Born for rule, -to whose victorious brow, 
The greatest monarch of the north must bow!  
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Mathieu Da Costa 
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      Rose Fortune 
Born into slavery in Virginia on the eve 

of the American revolution, Rose Fortune came 
north to settle in Nova Scotia at age ten as part 
of the Black Loyalist migration. Her family 
settled in Annapolis Royal, Nova Scotia, where 
she would go on to spend 
the rest of her life.  

In 1825, at age 51, Rose 
started her own cartage 
business, which later 
became known as the Lewis 
Transfer Company. She 
carted luggage between the 
ferry docks and local homes 
and hotels. She also 
provided a “wake-up” 
service to make sure that 
travelers were awake and 
ready to go in time for the 
morning ferry.  

Fortune also became the 
town’s police officer, patrolling the town and 
the wharf. That made her, it is said, the first 
female police officer in Canadian history. At a 
time when neither women nor Black people 
were encouraged to pursue business, Fortune 

started and ran two successful businesses. Over 
time these businesses became lucrative 
enough for horse drawn carriages to replace 
wheelbarrows in the Lewis Transfer Company 
in 1841. For the next 100 years, Rose Fortune’s 

children, grandchildren, and 
descendants would carry on this 
business.  

Rose Fortune’s grave in Annapolis 
Royal’s Garrison Cemetery is 
unmarked, but a plaque in the 
Petit Parc on the town’s 
waterfront commemorates her life 
and many contributions to her 
community. Fortune’s legacy 
continues to this day, with the 
Association of Black Law Enforcers 
having created a scholarship in her 
name.  In 1984, her descendent 
Daurene Lewis became the first 
Black female mayor in Canadian 
history, and in North American 

history for that matter. Many of her 
descendants still work in the shipping and 
trucking industry, which proves just how much 
of a legacy Rose Fortune left behind.   
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 Rev. Richard Preston  
 

Born into slavery in Virginia, Richard 
Preston purchased his own freedom as a 
young man (in or around 1816) and came to 
Nova Scotia to find his mother who had 
migrated here as one of the Black Refugees 
of the War of 1812. He 
found her in the 
community of Preston and 
chose to live there with 
her, adopting the 
community name as his 
new surname.  

Richard Preston was tall, 
poised, and inspired by 
religious faith. Already 
literate and a gifted orator, 
Preston became an 
apprentice minister in 
Halifax and then travelled to England to be 
formally ordained. On his return to Nova 
Scotia in 1832 he became the 
acknowledged leader of the African Baptists 

in Nova Scotia and the founder of Cornwallis 
Street Baptist Church (now known as New 
Horizons Baptist Church). He travelled 
extensively throughout the province, 

establishing eleven African Baptist 
churches from Yarmouth to Halifax.  

He also played a leading role in 
founding the African United Baptist 
Association (AUBA) of Nova Scotia in 
1854. This association is now the 
oldest African Nova Scotian 
association that is still active today.  

Beyond his work to promote the 
Baptist faith, Reverend Richard 
Preston was a great community 
leader who devoted himself to 
abolishing slavery and advancing 

better relations between races. In 2005, the 
government of Canada declared Rev. 
Richard Preston a person of national 
significance.  
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 Viola Desmond

 


